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GLOBAL OCEAN FORUM NEWSLETTER—JUNE 2013 
 
UNDESA Convenes Expert Group Meeting on Oceans, Seas, and Sustainable 
Development to Discuss Implementation of Rio+20 Ocean Outcomes 
 
On April 18-19, 2013, at the United Nations headquarters in New York, the UN Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs organized the Expert Group Meeting on Oceans, Seas and Sustainable Development of 
ocean leaders from governments, international organizations, and civil society to discuss opportunities 
and challenges in implementing the Rio+20 ocean outcomes. Specifically, the Expert Group meeting 
aimed to: 
· Elaborate on the importance of oceans and seas for sustainable development; 
· Present and discuss main oceans-related issues and challenges; 
· Identify possible new measures and/or highlight existing proven measures with regard to the 
implementation of Rio+20 decisions and other oceans-related topics; 
· Present “best practices” supporting the conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas and their 
resources; 
· Elaborate on how to enhance multi-stakeholder and international cooperation. 
 
The meeting came at a key time in the deliberations of the Open Working Group on Sustainable 
Development Goals. As well, the Expert Group meeting aimed to provide background information to the 
upcoming 14th meeting of the UN Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea (ICP), 
which will be held June 17-20, 2013, in New York, and the 3rd International Conference on SIDS, which 
will be held in 2014 in Samoa. 
 
The meeting hosted speeches and presentations from a number of key ocean leaders, including: 
--Ambassador Isabelle Picco, Permanent Representative of Monaco to the UN  
--Ambassador Ronald Jumeau, Ambassador for SIDS and Climate Change, Seychelles 
--Nikil Seth, Director, Division for Sustainable Development, UNDESA 
-- Elizabeth Thompson, Former Minister for Energy And Environment of Barbados, and Executive 
Coordinator for the Rio+20 Conference, Executive Office of the United Nations Secretary-General 
--Biliana Cicin-Sain, Director, Gerard J. Mangone Center, University of Delaware, and President, Global 
Ocean Forum  
--Wendy Watson-Wright, Executive Secretary, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC)  
--Andrew Hudson, UN-Oceans Coordinator and Head, Water and Ocean Governance Programme, Bureau 
for Development Policy, UNDP 
--Jacqueline Alder, UN-Oceans Deputy Coordinator and Head, Marine and Coastal Ecosystems Branch, 
Division of Environment Policy Implementation, UNEP 
--Edward Kleverlaan, Head, Office for the London Convention/Protocol and Ocean Affairs, International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) 
--Christophe Lefebvre, Director, International Affairs, French Marine Protected Areas Agency and IUCN 
Ocean Councilor 
--Peter J. Kristensen, Team Leader for Oceans, Biodiversity and Pollution, Environment Department, 
World Bank 
-- Aqqaluk Lynge, Chair, Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) 
--Julie Ritz, Sustainable Development Officer, SIDS, Oceans and Climate Branch, Division for 
Sustainable Development, UNDESA 
--Jake Rice, Chief Scientist, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and Contributing Co-Author IPCC Fifth 
Assessment Report 
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Presentations focused on key issues facing the oceans, including climate change, pollution, overfishing, 
coral reef degradation, marine tourism, SIDS issues, scientific research and ocean monitoring, as well as 
the contribution of oceans to job production and poverty eradication. The need for improved ocean 
governance across sectors and uses, and greater efforts to build the capacity of developing nations were 
also key topics of discussion. New ocean-related initiatives were also highlighted, including the Global 
Partnership for Oceans and the UN Secretary-General’s Oceans Compact. 
 
Meeting participants stressed the importance of including oceans in post-Rio+20 processes and the need 
for oceans to be a central part of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), through either a stand-alone 
ocean SDG or as part of cross-cutting SDGs. Participants also discussed a significant disconnect between 
science and policy-making, the importance of taking social and cultural issues into account when 
addressing ocean sustainability. Discussions also focused on the overexploitation of global fish stocks as a 
central obstacle to achieving sustainable development with respect to ocean and coasts. Many participants 
noted the important role of the tourism industry in sustainable development and stressed the difficulty 
faced by small and medium-scale hotels and tourism businesses in transitioning to sustainable practices. 
The complex relationship between SIDS economies and tourism was discussed as well, with some voicing 
the need for more studies on the carrying capacity for tourism in SIDS in order to find out how long 
tourism would be sustainable in these areas. Participants also discussed the disconnect between science 
and policy-making, and the need to make scientific evidence more effective by being honest about 
transition costs and linking it to a strategy that will specifically deal social impacts associated with the 
transition. 
 
For more information on the Expert Group meeting on Oceans, Seas and Sustainable Development, 
including copies of all of the presentations delivered at the meeting, please see: 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&nr=436&type=13&menu=232  
 
 
 


